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Trigger warning: The iyyun (prepared speech) touches on suicidality. Feel welcome to step 
out if you need. If you or your loved one is in a crisis dial 988 or use these non-carceral 
resources: https://projectlets.org/resources. 

 
 

 
 

I will bring them to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt-off​erings and their sacrifice​s shall be desired upon my altar; for my house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples. 

 
 
 

Iyyun 
THE ARK IS OPENED 

 

Avot v’Imahot 

Blessed are you Adonai our God and God of 
our ancestors, God of Abraham, God of 
Isaac, and God of Jacob, God of Sarah, God 
of Rebecca, God of Rachel, God of Leah. 
The awesome and mighty and great God, 
God on high, who grants lovingkindness, 
maker of all, and remembers the 
lovingkindness of our ancestors, and who 

 אַבְרָהָם אֱלֹהֵי אֲבוֹתֵיֽנוּ וֵאלֹהֵי אֱלֹהֵיֽנוּ ייְָ אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ

רָה, אֱלֹהֵי יעֲַקבֹ וֵאלֹהֵי יצְִחָק אֱלֹהֵי  אֱלֹהֵי רִבְקָה, אֱלֹהֵי שָׂ

 לֵאָה. וֵאלֹהֵי רָחֵל

 חֲסָדִים גּוֹמֵל עֶלְיוֹן אֵל וְהַנּוֹרָא הַגִּבּוֹר הַגָּדוֹל הָאֵל

 
 
 



brings redemption in love to the children of 
their children for the sake of the divine  
name. 

 לִבְניֵ גוֹאֵל וּמֵבִיא אָבוֹת חַסְדֵי וְזוֹכֵר הַכּלֹ וְקוֹנהֵ טוֹבִים

 בְּאַהֲבָה: שְׁמוֹ לְמַעַֽן בְניֵהֶם

 
 
 

 
 
 

Ruler who delights in life, remember us 
for life, and inscribe us in the book of life, 
for your sake ever-living G-d. 

נוּ  בַּחַיּיִם, חָפֵץ מֶלֶֽךְ לְחַיּיִם, זכְָרֵֽ
 חַיּיִם. אֱלֹהִים לְמַעַנךְָ הַחַיּיִם, בְּסֵפֶֽר וְכָתְבֵנֽוּ

 
 

Ruler who helps and redeems and 
protects: 
Blessed are you Adonai shield of 
Abraham. 

יעַ עוֹזרֵ מֶלֶֽךְ  אַבְרָהָם: מָגןֵ ייְָ אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ וּמָגןֵ: וּמוֹשִֽׁ
 

 
G’vurot 

You are mighty forever, Adonai, You rouse 
the dead, powerful to redeem.  
God sustains life with lovingkindness, 

יעַ: רַב אַתָּה מֵתִים מְחַיּהֶ אֲדנֹיָ לְעוֹלָם גבִּוֹר אַתָּה  לְהוֹשִֽׁ
 סוֹמֵךְ רַבִּים בְּרַחֲמִים מֵתִים מְחַיּהֵ בְּחֶסֶֽד חַיּיִם מְכַלְכֵּל

 
 
 



restores the dead with great mercy, supports 
the fallen, heals the sick; freeing the captive 
and remaining faithful to those who sleep in 
the dust. Who is like You, master of strength? 
And who can be compared to You, King who 
brings death and brings life and nurtures 
redemption? 
Who is like you, parent of mercies, remember 
G-d’s creations for life in mercy. 
And faithful are you to give life to the dead.  
Blessed are you, Adonai, reviver of the dead. 
 

 אֱמוּנתָוֹ וּמְקַיּםֵ אֲסוּרִים וּמַתִּיר חוֹלִים וְרוֹפֵא נוֹפְלִים
 לָּךְ? דּֽוֹמֶה וּמִי גְּבוּרוֹת בַּעַֽל כָמֽוֹךָ מִי עָפָר, לִישֵׁניֵ

 ישְׁוּעָה: וּמַצְמִיֽחַ וּמְחַיּהֶ מֵמִית מֶלֶֽךְ
 בְּרַחֲמִים: לְחַיּיִם יצְוּרָיו זוֹכֵר הָרַחֲמִים אַב כָמֽוֹךָ מִי

 מְחַיּהֵ ייְָ אַתָּה בָּרוּךְ מֵתִים: לְהַחֲיוֹת אַתָּה וְנאֱֶמָן
 הַמֵּתִים:

 

 
K’dushat Hashem 

 מֶלֶֽךְ. אֱלֹהֵיֽנוּ אַתָּה כִּי קְדֻשָּׁה, תַעֲלֶה וּלְךָ וּבְכֵן

קֶף וּנתְַנּהֶ ֹֽ  הַיּוֹם, קְדֻשַּׁת תּ

 וְאָיוֹם: נוֹרָא הוּא כִּי

 מַלְכוּתֶךָֽ, תִנּשֵָׂא וּבוֹ

 כִּסְאֶךָֽ, בְּחֶסֶֽד וְיכִּוֹן

 בֶּאֱמֶת. עָלָיו וְתֵשֵׁב

 

 וָעֵד, וְיוֹדֵעַ וּמוֹכִיֽחַ, דַיּןָ הוּא אַתָּה כִּי אֱמֶת

 וּמוֹנהֶ, וְסוֹפֵר וְחוֹתֵם, וְכוֹתֵב

 הַנּשְִׁכָּחוֹת: כָּל וְתִזכְּוֹר

 

 הַזּכְִרוֹנוֹת, סֵפֶֽר אֶת וְתִפְתַּח

 בּוֹ. אָדָם כָּל ידַ וְחוֹתַם יקִָּרֵא, וּמֵאֵלָיו

Thus unto you the Kedusha will rise, for 
you are your G-d king! 
Piyyut: 
Let us declare the power of the holiness 
of this day, because it is awesome and 
fearsome!  
Your sovereignty will be exalted on it 
Your throne will be established in loving 
kindness and you will sit upon it in truth. 

   
It is true, for you are the judge and the 
one who presents evidence, the one who 
knows forever, the one who writes and 
seals, and who recounts and reckons. You 
will remember all that has been forgotten.  
 
And you will open up the book of 
remembrances and of its own accord, the 
signature of everyone on it will be read. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
And a great shofar will be sounded! And a still, small 
voice will be heard. 
And the angels will race around, gripped with writhing 
and trembling. And they will say, “Here is the day of 
judgement!”  
 
To visit judgement upon the hosts on high. 
For in judgement they will not be pure in your sight. 
 
 
And all those who come into this world will pass before 
you like sheep. 
 

 דַּקָּה דְּמָמָה וְקוֹל יתִָּקַע, גָּדוֹל וּבְשׁוֹפָר
 ישִָּׁמַע:

 יאֹחֵזוּן, וּרְעָדָה וְחִיל יחֵָפֵזוּן, וּמַלְאָכִים
 הַדִּין, יוֹם הִנּהֵ וְיאֹמְרוּ

 
 בַּדִּין, מָרוֹם צְבָא עַל לִפְקוֹד

 בַּדִּין. בְעֵיניֶךָ יזִכְּוּ לֹא כִּי
 

 מָרוֹן. כִּבְניֵ לְפָניֶךָ יעַַבְרוּן עוֹלָם בָּאֵי וְכָל

 
 
 



 

 
 
 

Like a shepherd seeks their flock, 
Causing their sheep to pass under his staff. 
 
So may you cause to pass and count and 
number and visit every living soul

And may you cut a boundary for every 
creature
May you write a decree of their judgement 

 עֶדְרוֹ, רוֹעֶה כְּבַקָּרַת
 שִׁבְטוֹ, תַּחַֽת צאֹנוֹ מַעֲבִיר

 
 חַי, כָּל נפֶֶשׁ וְתִפְקוֹד וְתִמְנהֶ, וְתִסְפּוֹר תַּעֲבִיר כֵּן
 

 בְּרִיּהָ, לְכָל קִצְבָה וְתַחְתּוֹךְ
 

 דִּינםָ. גְּזרַ אֶת וְתִכְתּוֹב

 
 

 
 
 



 
On Rosh Hashanah, may it be written, and on 
the day of the fast of atonement may it be 
sealed 
How many will pass over and how many will 
be created: 
 
Who will live, and who will die? 
Who at a definite time and who not at a 
definite time? 
Who by fire and who by water? 
Who by sword and who by beast? 
Who by hunger and who by thirst? 
Who by earthquake and who by plague? 
Who by strangling and who by stoning? 
Who will be comfortable and who will be 
shaken about? 
Who will be quiet and who will be torn up? 
Who will be peaceful and who will be 
tortured? 
Who will be impoverished and who will be 
enriched? 
Who will be brought down and who will be 
raised up? 
But t’shuvah and t’filah and tz’dakah 
Cause the harshness of the decree to pass. 

 יחֵָתֵמוּן, כִּפּוּר צוֹם וּבְיוֹם יכִָּתֵבוּן, הַשָּׁנהָ בְּראֹשׁ
B’rosh Hashana yikateivun, uv’yom tzom kippur 
yeichateimun 

 יבִָּרֵאוּן: וְכַמָּה יעַַבְרוּן, כַּמָּה
 
 

 ימָוּת: וּמִי יחְִיהֶ, מִי
 בְקִצּוֹ: לֹא וּמִי בְקִצּוֹ, מִי
 בַמַּיֽםִ: וּמִי בָאֵשׁ, מִי
 בַחַיּהָ: וּמִי בַחֶרֶֽב, מִי
 בַצָּמָא: וּמִי בָרָעָב, מִי
עַשׁ, מִי  בַמַּגֵּפָה: וּמִי בָרַֽ
 בִסְקִילָה: וּמִי בַחֲניִקָה, מִי
 ינָוּֽעַ: וּמִי ינָוּֽחַ, מִי
 יטִָּרֵף: וּמִי ישִָּׁקֵט, מִי
 יתְִיסַָּר: וּמִי ישִָּׁלֵו, מִי
 יעֵָשֵׁר: וּמִי יעֵָניִ, מִי
 ירָוּם. וּמִי ישִָּׁפֵל, מִי
 

 וּצְדָקָה וּתְפִלָּה וּתְשׁוּבָה
Ut’shuvah, ut’filah, utz’dakah, 

עַ אֶת מַעֲבִירִין ֹֽ  הַגְּזרֵָה. ר
Ma’avirin et roah hagzeirah. 

 

 
 
 



 
For your name merits your praise, 
Slow to anger, and easy to please 
For you do not take pleasure in one’s death, 
but rather that they return from their wicked path and live! 
And until the day of their death you will wait for them 
if they return immediately you will receive them 
 
 
 
It is true 
That you are their creator, and you know their inclination 
For they are but flesh and blood. 
We come from dust and in the end will return to dust 
With his soul he will bring abundance 
Just like a fragile pot,  
grass that withers​
a bloom that wilts,  
a shadow that passes,  
and like a fleeting cloud 
and like a blowing wind ​
and like dust that floats away 
and like a dream that will fly away. 

 תְּהִלָּתֶךָֽ. כֵּן כְּשִׁמְךָ כִּי
  לִרְצוֹת. וְנוֹֽחַ לִכְעסֹ קָשֶׁה

  הַמֵּת. בְּמוֹת תַחְפּץֹ לֹא כִּי
  וְחָיהָ. מִדַּרְכּוֹ בְּשׁוּבוֹ אִם כִּי

  לּוֹ. תְּחַכֶּה מוֹתוֹ יוֹם וְעַד
 תְּקַבְּלוֹ: מִיּדַ ישָׁוּב אִם

 
 אֱמֶת

  יוֹצְרָם. הוּא אַתָּה כִּי
  יצְִרָם. יוֹדֵעַֽ וְאַתָּה

  וָדָם: בָּשָׂר הֵם כִּי
  לֶעָפָר. וְסוֹפוֹ מֵעָפָר יסְוֹדוֹ אָדָם

  לַחְמוֹ. יבִָיא בְּנפְַשׁוֹ
  הַנּשְִׁבָּר. כְּחֶרֶֽס מָשׁוּל

  נוֹבֵל. וּכְצִיץ יבֵָשׁ. כְּחָצִיר
  עוֹבֵר. כְּצֵל

  כָּלָה. וּכְעָנןָ
בֶת. וּכְרֽוּחַ   נוֹשָֽׁ
חַ. וּכְאָבָק   יעָוּף: וְכַחֲלוֹם פּוֹרֵֽ

 
 
 



But you are Melech, ever living G-d. 
 

 וְקַיּםָ: חַי אֵל מֶלֶֽךְ הוּא וְאַתָּה

 
ARK IS CLOSED 

 
There is no end to Your years,  
and there is no limit to the length of Your days: 
And there is no describing the chariots of Your glory,  
and there is no distinguishing the mystery of Your name 
Your name fits you and you fit your name 
And our name you called by yours. 
 

  לִשְׁנוֹתֶיךָֽ. קִצְבָה אֵין
רֶךְ קֵץ וְאֵין ֹֽ   ימֶָיֽךָ. לְא
  כְּבוֹדֶךָֽ. מַרְכְּבוֹת לְשַׁעֵר וְאֵין
  שְׁמֶךָֽ. עֵלוּם לְפָרֵשׁ וְאֵין
  לִשְׁמֶךָֽ. נאֶָה וְאַתָּה לְךָ נאֶָה שִׁמְךָ

אתָ וּשְׁמֵנֽוּ  בִּשְׁמֶךָֽ: קָרָֽ
 

 
As it is written by Your prophet, 
They call to each other and say: 

  נבְִיאֶךָ ידַ עַל כַּכָּתוּב
  וְאָמַר: זהֶ אֶל זהֶ וְקָרָא

KAHAL RESPONDS: 

 
 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the G-d of hosts 
The whole earth is full of G-d’s glory.” 
 
G-d’s glory fills the world, 
G-d’s attendant angels ask one another 
Where is the place of G-d’s glory? 
In agreement they will say Blessed- 

 צְבָאוֹת: יְיָ קָדוֹשׁ קָדוֹשׁ, קָדוֹשׁ,
 כְּבוֹדוֹ. הָאָרֶֽץ כָל מְלֹא

 
  עוֹלָם מָלֵא כְּבוֹדוֹ

  לָזהֶ זהֶ שׁוֹאֲלִים מְשָׁרְתָיו
  כְּבוֹדוֹ מְקוֹם אַיּהֵ

 יאֹמֵרֽוּ: בָּרוּךְ לְעֻמָּתָם
KAHAL RESPONDS: 

 
 
 



 
Blessed is G-d’s glory from G-d’s dwelling place. 
From G-d’s dwelling place may G-d turn in 
compassion 
And be gracious with the ones who proclaim the 
oneness of G-d’s name in the evening and in the 
morning, everyday always, 
saying the Shema twice with love: 

 מִמְּקוֹמוֹ. יְיָ כְּבוֹד בָּרוּךְ
 

  בְּרַחֲמִים יִפֶֽן הוּא מִמְּקוֹמוֹ
קֶר עֶרֶֽב שְׁמוֹ הַמְּיחֲַדִים עַם וְיחָוֹן ֹֽ  וָב
 תָּמִיד יוֹם בְּכָל

 :אוֹמְרִים שְׁמַע בְּאַהֲבָה פַּעֲמַיֽםִ

 
KAHAL RESPONDS: 

 

 אֶחָד. יְיָ אֱלֹהֵֽינוּ, יְיָ יִשְׂרָאֵל, שְׁמַע
 

  אָבִיֽנוּ הוּא אֱלֹהֵיֽנוּ הוּא
  מוֹשִׁיעֵנֽוּ הוּא מַלְכֵּנֽוּ הוּא

  חָי כָּל לְעֵיניֵ שֵׁניִת בְּרַחֲמָיו ישְַׁמִיעֵנֽוּ וְהוּא
  לֵאלֹהִים: לָכֶם לִהְיוֹת

Hear O Israel, Adonai our G-d, Adonai is one.” 
 
Adonai is our G-d, Adonai is our parent 
Adonai is our ruler, Adonai is our redeemer 
And Adonai will redeem us duly with 
compassion before the eyes of every living being 
to be for you for a G-d 

KAHAL RESPONDS: 

 
 

For I am Adonai your G-d 
Our glorious mighty one, Adonai our mighty one 
How glorious is Your name through all the earth 
And then Adonai will be King over all the earth 
On that day Adonai shall be one and Adonai’s 
name shall be one. 
As in Your holy words it is written, saying: 

 אֱלֹהֵיכֶם: יְיָ אֲנִי
 

נוּ אַדִּיר ָ אַדִּירֵֽ   אֲדוֹנֵיֽנוּ ייְ
 הָאָרֶֽץ: בְּכָל שִׁמְךָ אַדִּיר מָה

ָ וְהָיהָ   הָאָרֶץ כָּל עַל לְמֶלֶֽךְ ייְ
ָ יהְִיהֶ הַהוּא בַּיוֹם  אֶחָד: וּשְׁמוֹ אֶחָד ייְ

 לֵאמרֹ: כָּתוּב קָדְשְׁךָ וּבְדִבְרֵי
 

 
 
 



KAHAL RESPONDS:

 
 

Adonai will rule forever, your G-d of Zion from 
generation to generation: Halleluyah! 
From generation to generation we will tell of Your 
greatness 
And for all eternity we will sanctify Your holiness 
And Your praise, our G-d, will never leave our mouths. 
For you are our great and holy ruler. 

 וָדרֹ לְדרֹ צִיּוֹן אֱלֹהַֽיִךְ לְעוֹלָם יְיָ יִמְלֹךְ
 הַלְלוּיָהּ:

 
  גָּדְלֶךָֽ נגִַּיד וָדוֹר לְדוֹר

  נקְַדִּישׁ קְדֻשָּׁתְךָ נצְָחִים וּלְנֵצַֽח
 וָעֶד לְעוֹלָם ימָוּשׁ לֹא מִפִּיֽנוּ אֱלֹהֵיֽנוּ וְשִׁבְחֲךָ

 אָתָּֽה: וְקָדוֹשׁ גָּדוֹל מֶלֶֽךְ אֵל כִּי

 
 

The one who holds the scale of justice in your hand  
And all believe that Adonai is the faithful G-d 

  מִשְׁפָּט: מִדַּת בְּידַ הָאוֹחֵז
 אֱמוּנהָ: אֵל שֶׁהוּא מַאֲמִיניִם וְכלֹ

 
 
 



Who inquires and checks the storehouse of secrets.  
And all believe that Adonai searches our innards, 
The redeemer from death and savior from the grave. 
And all believe that Adonai is a strong redeemer, 
The sole judge to the inhabitants of the earth. 
And all believe that he is a faithful judge. 

  נסְִתָּרוֹת: גִּנזְיֵ וּבוֹדֵק הַבּוֹחֵן
 כְּלָיוֹת: בּוֹחֵן שֶׁהוּא מַאֲמִיניִם וְכלֹ

חַת: וּפוֹדֶה מִמָּוֶֽת הַגּוֹאֵל   מִשַּֽׁ
   חָזקָ: גּוֹאֵל שֶׁהוּא מַאֲמִיניִם וְכלֹ
  עוֹלָם: לְבָאֵי יחְִידִי הַדָּן
 אֱמֶת: דַיּןָ שֶׁהוּא מַאֲמִיניִם וְכלֹ

 

 
And thus the righteous will fear and rejoice 
and the upright ones will dance  
and the pious ones will be revel with joyful song 
and injustice will be silent 
and all evil will be consumed as smoke 
For you will cause to pass the rule of arrogance from the earth. 

  וְישְִׂמָחֽוּ ירְִאוּ צַדִּיקִים וּבְכֵן
זוּ וִישָׁרִים   יעֲַלֹֽ

  יגִָיֽלוּ בְּרִנּהָ וַחֲסִידִים
  פִּיֽהָ. תִּקְפָּץ וְעוֹלָתָֽה

  תִּכְלֶה כְּעָשָׁן כֻּלָּהּ הָרִשְׁעָה וְכָל
לֶת תַעֲבִיר כִּי  מִן זדָוֹן מֶמְשֶֽׁ

 הָאָרֶֽץ:

 

יךָ כָּל עַל לְבַדֶּךָֽ ייְָ אַתָּה וְתִמְלוֹךְ   מַעֲשֶֽׂ
  כְּבוֹדֶךָֽ מִשְׁכַּן צִיּוֹן בְּהַר

  קָדְשֶֽׁךָ. עִיר וּבִירוּשָׁלַיֽםִ
  קָדְשֶֽׁךָ בְּדִבְרֵי כַּכָּתוּב
 וָדרֹ לְדרֹ צִיּוֹן אֱלֹהַיֽךְִ לְעוֹלָם ייְָ ימְִלֹךְ

 הַלְלוּיהָּ:

And You shall reign, You Adonai alone, over 
all Your works 
on mount Zion the dwelling place of Your 
honor 
and in Jerusalem Your holy city.  
As it is written in Your holy words: 
Adonai shall reign forever, G-d of Zion from 
generation to generation 

 
K’dosheh Ateh (Kadosh Atah) 

With non-binary Hebrew by Cantor Ze’evi Tovlev 
Non-binary God 

holy are you k’dosheh ateh אַתֶּה קְדוֹשֶׁה 

your name is both feared and 
revered  

v’norah sh’meche שְׁמֶךֶֽ וְנוֹרָא 

there is no God except for you v’ein eloah mibaladeche מִבַּלְעָדֶֽיךֶ אֱלֽוֹהַּ וְאֵין 

as it is written (in Isaiah): kakatuv: :כַּכָּתוּב​ 

God of War/God of Sacred 
Service/God of All Creation is 
exalted in justice  

“vayigb’heh Adonai 
Tz’vaot bamishpat 

  בַּמִּשְׁפָּט צְבָאוֹת יהְוָֹה וַיּגְִבְּהֶ" 

 
 
 



The Holy God is made holy by 
righteousness 

v’haEl HaK’dosheh 
nikd’sheh bitzdakah” 

 נקְִדְּשֶׁה הַקְדוֹשֶׁה וְהָאֵל
    בִּצְדָקָה"

blessed are You, God b’rucheh ateh Adonai יהְוָֹה אַתֶּה בָּרוּכֶה 

the Sovereign, the Holy One  HaMalkeh Hak’dosheh הַקְדוֹשֶׁה הַמַּלְכֶּה 
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